
What people are saying about  

Ontario’s social assistance system: 

 

“The provincial government should establish 

an independent committee to determine just 

and rational criteria by which social assis-

tance rates should be set” 
-Ontario Campaign 2000, “A Poverty Reduction 

Strategy for Ontario”  

 

“Allowances for housing and basic needs 

should be based on actual cost within a par-

ticular community or region” 
-Recommendation #4 of the Coroner’s Jury  

Inquest into the Death of Kimberly Ann Rogers 

 

“It's hard to know you can't even buy a  

present for your child for Christmas" 
-Ursula Samuels, mother on Ontario Works 

Visit 

www.hamiltonlegalclinics.ca  
to find out more. 

 
Also watch 2 new public information videos 

on the need for social assistance reform at 

www.youtube.com by searching  

‘Hamilton Legal Clinics’.   

Ask your Member of Provincial 

Parliament to support the 
creation of the Social 
Assistance Rates Board...  Go to 

www.hamiltonlegalclinics.ca 
for more info 

Child poverty 

hurts us all  
 

Please support the creation 

of the Ontario Social  

Assistance Rates Board 

visit   

www.hamiltonlegalclinics.ca 

How many 

of Ontario’s 

children are 

being left 

behind? 



Did you know? 

Nearly twenty percent of children in Ontario are 

growing up in poverty.   

 

Did you know? 

38.8% of people served by food banks in Ontario 

are children. Most of those children live in 

families who are in receipt of social assistance, 

which includes the Ontario Works program and 

the Ontario Disability Support Program. 

 

Did you know? 

Social assistance rates do not come close to 

meeting the actual costs of rent, food and other 

necessities.  As a result families often fall 

hundreds of dollars behind on their budget every 

month. 

 

Did you know? 

Social assistance rates are not based on the actual 

costs of basic necessities. In 1995 welfare rates 

were cut by 21.6% and since that time rates have 

lost a further 40% of buying power. 

“Welfare rates aren’t based in reality”  
- Hamilton Spectator, March  18, 2008 

 

In June 2007, Bill 235: an act to create the Ontario 

Social Assistance Rates Board was presented in the 

Ontario Legislature as a private member’s bill by 

M.P.P. Ted McMeekin.  The bill would have created 

an independent board to recommend social assistance 

rates on an annual basis based on what it actually costs 

families to live in Ontario communities.  

 

The Legislature ended without voting on the Bill.  

 

However, the Provincial Government has promised to 

announce their Poverty Reduction Strategy by the end 

of 2008.  Please tell your Member of Provincial 

Parliament that any effective poverty reduction 

strategy must include evidence-based social assistance 

rates through the Ontario Social Assistance Rates 

Board. 

 
Find out more at: www.hamiltonlegalclinics.ca 

As a group, children who grow up in 

poverty will have more difficulty 

learning, have poorer health and 

have more interactions with the 

justice system. 

Ontario Works Shelter Allowance for a 

single parent with one child, aged 13  

= $549 
 

Average Rents for 2-bedroom apartments 

in some Ontario municipalities according 

to Canada Mortgage & Housing*: 

 

Toronto: $1,061  (193% of shelter allowance) 

Ottawa:  $ 961 (175% of shelter allowance) 

Hamilton: $824 (150% of shelter allowance) 

London: $816 (149% of shelter allowance) 

Thunder Bay: $709 (129% of shelter allowance) 

 
*Tenants often pay heat and hydro on top 

of their rents 


