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The City of Hamilton's municipal budget was passed earlier this month without significant cutbacks to social service or public health programs for the community's most vulnerable residents - thanks in part to a $15.1 million infusion from the provincial government.

In December, Hamilton Mayor Larry DiIanni presented a request to the provincial government of $19.5 million arguing that programs for Hamilton's most vulnerable citizens must be protected. Hamilton's social service agencies overwhelmingly supported the City's appeal to the provincial government to re-consider Hamilton's unique funding plight. Hamilton is tied for the highest poverty rate in the province; at the same time residents pay some of the highest property tax rates in the country.

A letter writing campaign, spearheaded by the Community Legal Clinics asked Hamilton residents to flood area MPPs with letters that could be directed to Premier McGuinty supporting the need  for annual, sustained and predictable financial assistance. 

Programs and services for Hamilton's most vulnerable members were at risk because many of the programs people count on cannot be sustained through the City's limited tax base.  Social services were downloaded to municipalities by the previous provincial government. The City of Toronto, with high social service needs has the opportunity to pool financial costs with its neighbours who bear fewer expenses.

Hamilton was excluded from participating in a pooling arrangement.  This inequity in part resulted in Hamilton's $50 million municipal operating deficit, and put programs for the City's most vulnerable at risk.

Hamilton area MPPs were instrumental in bringing the issue of fair funding for Hamilton to the attention of Premier McGuinty and Finance Minister Sorbara.  Hamilton's social service agencies also rallied during municipal and provincial budget deliberations to ensure leaders at both levels were aware of the community's dire needs.  Mayor DiIanni, His Staff and Members of Council deserve kudos for their perseverance and continued efforts to ensure fairness for City residents.

While property tax levels were increased across the board, Council was nevertheless able to enhance some social service and public health programs.  Spending on children's health programs will be increased by $1.3 million, while the City has earmarked $107,000 for the Community Problem Solving Table on Poverty.   (
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The Hamilton & District Injured Workers' Group presents:

A Free Injured Workers Advice Clinic

Have your Workers' Compensation questions answered by professional advocates, free of charge. Bring your files if you have them.
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Wednesday, May 25, 2005

5:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Royal Canadian Legion Hall, Branch 58, 

1180 Barton Street East  (across from Centre Mall)

phone: 905-543-9090 for more information

brought to you in association with:

( Canadian Auto Workers    ( Canadian Union of Public Employees    ( Central Ontario Regional Council of Carpenters    
( Hamilton Mountain Legal & Community Services    ( Industrial Accidents Victims Group of Ontario    

( Injured Workers Consultants    ( McQuesten Legal & Community Services    ( Occupational Disability Response Team (OFL)  

 ( Office of the Workers' Advisor    ( Teamsters Canada Rail    ( Unite Here    ( United Steelworkers of America
Having difficulties with your rental unit? Want to find out about your rights as a tenant?  Join Us for a
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A community event organized to educate and assist tenants with issues pertaining to rental housing.   Staff from local community legal clinics, the City of Hamilton Housing, Property Standards and Public Health will be available to answer questions and help you understand your rights and responsibilities as a tenant.

SATURDAY MAY 14th, from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

at the Riverdale Community Centre

150 Violet Drive, Hamilton  (just east of Centennial Parkway)

information and interpretation services will be available in the following languages: 

Bosnian, Serbian, Croatian, Cambodian, Albanian, Punjabi, Urdu, Arabic and Persian (Farsi).  

Childcare and light refreshments also provided. 

For more information, please call: the Community Action Program for Children at 905-546-4295
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