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[image: image2.png]Could you make ends meet?

Your approximate monthly ncome:

1f you are on Ontario Works:

Ontario Works cheque: $957
Canada Chld Tax Benefit: 101
Total monthly income st0s8

1 you are on the Ontario Disablity Support Program:
0DSP cheque: s1186

Canada Chld Tox Benefit: 101

Total monthy incom s1287

18 you work at minimum wage for 35 hours 2 week:
Pay cheque (with deductions):  $1002
Canada Chld Tax Benefit: 101

National Cild Benefit Supplement: $126
Total monthly incom 1229

What we need

‘Sacial assstance rates and the minimum wage nied (0 allow peaple to make ends
meet and should be set 1o reflec the eal cost of Iving.Forcing people to $ip
meals o search through dumpstrs is inhumane and unjust.

Ontario is one o the richest places i the world. S, pproximately one in seven
people in Ontario lives in poverty. No one deserves to be poor.

Have a 00k at other fact sheets prepared by the Ontario Needs a Rase campaign (o

gt more nformation about the ralities of socia asistance and low wage wark in
Ontari.
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Have you ever had to pass something up because it seemed more important to purchase something else?  Have you ever struggled to make ends meet? What about having to decide on paying rent this month or feeding your children? These are issues that are often temporary for most of us.  We are fortunate enough to have savings to catch us if we fall.  But what about the 1 in 7 people in Ontario who have to make these harsh and drastic choices each and every day? Why is it that Ontario is one of the richest places in the world, but so many people suffer in poverty?  A lot of us never stop to ask, why? 

The Ontario Nees a Raise Campaign is a group of activists who gather to advocate for change across Ontario, working at the provincial and local levels.  The objectives of the ONR include increasing social assistance rates and the mimimum wage.  The campaign organizes local demonstrations and coordinates provincial events.

Social assistance rates were slashed by 21.6 percent in 1995 and little has been done to raise this rate.  The Ontario Government recently announced an increase of 3%, which will become effective in March of 2005.  This small increase is not adequate, it will not put an end to the perpetuating cycle of poverty and does very little to creat effective change.  For example, a single mother with one 

child on social assistance receives $985.71, but the average cost of a two bedroom apartment in Ontario is $886.  How can she pay rent and put food on the table with such a minimal income?

Social assistance incomes are so low that they do not meet the cost of living in Hamilton.  Many people on social assistance spend up to 80% of their benefits on housing alone.  

What will the Ontario Government do about the issue? When will Ontario get its raise? 


Access to ‘Public’ Housing to be ‘Privitized’

Thousands of Hamilton residents who are applying or waiting for subsidized housing will be affected by a recent decision of Hamilton City Council. 

The City is legally responsible for establishing and administering the centralized waiting list for applicants for social housing.  It has chosen to contract out the operation of this list, formally called the "coordinated access system". The winning bidder will make decisions about who gets on the list, in what priority, and whether they remain on the list. 

After deciding who will operate the list, the City and the successful candidate must negotiate how the waiting list will be run. 

Tenant advocates have one overriding concern: What happens when the coordinated access provider makes a bad decision? In other situations, people have the right to appeal to an independent tribunal. For social housing applicants, all the law requires is that the service provider take a second look at its own decisions without even hearing from the applicant. There's nothing independent or fair about that! 

If the decision is not made fairly the only recourse is to go to court. That's a daunting and expensive prospect for people with few means.

City Council has the opportunity to create a review process that is independent, open, fair, and provides an opportunity for people to be heard in person. Hamilton’s Community Legal Clinics have argued that the City should do this by keeping this duty in-house. When someone is unhappy with a decision about the waiting list, the City should review the decision. 

A city-run review process would show that Hamilton is committed to fairness for tenants and low-income people.  The cost to the City would be negligible and may save money in the long run by avoiding potentially costly court cases.

Hamilton Tenant Education Project launches


A virtual tenant resource centre was updated in August to provide tenants in Hamilton with information on tenant rights and responsibilities.  Originally sponsored by the Hamilton Tenant Education Project and with assistance from the City of Hamilton, the site will serve as a virtual tenant resource centre to help tenants with questions on such issues as rent payments, property standards, talking to landlords and supportive housing.

The site has a number of interesting fact sheets and information bulletins.  Several brochures have been included in non-english languages.  Information brochures have been translated into Serbo-Croatian, Spanish, French, Dari, Arabic, Hungarian and Vietnamese.
























